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Welcome to the Madison County Beekeepers Association’s Newsletter.



Presidents Corner

It’s time again for the announcement of our July 2010 meeting. It will take place starting promptly at 6:30pm in the usual Boeing Education Classroom at the Huntsville Botanical Garden. There is no special program for this evening because of elections of Officers and Board Members. There is however, a social period after the election formalities are completed, wherein you can show your latest gadget, invention, or anything else you find helpful and related to beekeeping and share it with your fellow members. Don’t be discouraged at how simple, or complicated or weird you may think it is, if it is helpful to you it will probably be helpful to others also, or if only a conversation starter.

We’ll still have Bob Fanning conducting his Beginners Corner at the start of the meeting, and this will be a good time to ask any questions you may have concerning your bees or beekeeping. The elections will follow Bob’s session. 

Your Nominating Committee has been very diligent over the past several weeks and has arrived at a fine slate of Officers and Board Members, one for each opening, to present to the membership. I’m sure everyone will be pleased with this slate of Nominees presented by the Committee. Nominations from the floor will be asked for in accordance with Robert’s Rules of Order. I know our Treasurer would want me to remind you that one Membership equals one vote. And the Membership runs from the first of May to the following end of April. So if you want to vote at this election, make sure you are a current member, otherwise see our Treasurer prior to the elections.

Following the elections, the new Officers and Board Members will immediately fill their positions and the meeting will continue under the New Administration. 

In the past, this July meeting was also a time to place your order for medications for your bees for the coming Fall and next Spring. By combining orders from a lot of our members it was possible to get the best prices and also save on shipping costs. Previously, collecting of orders, seeking bids, receiving materials and separating them into individual packages along with the costs were handled by our current Vice President, Billy Mullins. I have been informed that Billy will no longer take on this responsibility.  However, among our many active members, there may be a volunteer who will step up to this task. So, if you plan to participate with group purchase of medications for this Fall and next Spring, have the form ready in time for the meeting in case there is a volunteer for this task. The medication form is on our web site.

Looking Forward to Seeing You All at This Meeting, Bring a Friend or a Guest too.
Thanks,

Hal Green

Beginners Corner

Note: See alabees.com for more details

Sell your propolis

At the annual Madison County Beekeepers Association “Eating Meeting”, the subject of selling “hive scrapings – propolis” came up.    Back in January 2007, I published an article in both the (Stinger) and the local BuzzWord).   Below is a copy of the article.     Only the price has changed.     Since some of our folks didn’t remember the article, I figured some ABA members may not either so I decided to submit it for re-publication.    The last shipment that I made to Beehive Botanicals they paid $12 a pound (+ shipping) for the scrapings – not for the pure propolis gleaned from the scrapings.     I would advise shipping soon after collecting before they know both their supply and demand for the year.    One year I shipped in March.    I got the lowest price ever.     It was very good propolis.    Now I ship before they get their inventory up to demand level.

Copy of original article: 

For years, I collected my hive scrapings in a tub and added them to my compost pile at year’s end.  One day, I noticed a Beehive Botanicals ad in a bee journal advertising to buy “hive scrapings”.  I figured they were looking for big lots and pretty much forgot about it.   Come harvest processing clean up time, I remembered the ad.    I figured that, “if they buy them, they must have a good use for them”.   I boxed up about 30 lbs and sent them to Beehive Botanicals along with a “No Charge” Invoice.    My thinking was “why waste a beehive product if some one else has a use for it”.

Well to my surprise, in a few weeks, I got a check in the mail from Beehive Botanicals for over a hundred and fifty dollars. They paid over $5 a pound AND they paid the cost to ship to them.

Beehive Botanicals buys propolis based on a grading system and will pay between $2 and $6 (That was in 2007 it is at least double that now) a pound depending on the condition of the hive scrapings.

From that day forth, I collect all hive scrapings and sell them to Beehive Botanicals each fall.   Not a lot of income but not too shabby for what I once considered a nuisance.

If you are interested in selling your “hive scrapings” give it a try.   In my process I try and scrape the supers, frames and frame rest so the frames can be easily replaced.   I have a tub with a ten inch or so board lying across it (I have a cleat on each end just inside the tub to prevent it slipping off).   I manually uncap 12 frames and load my extractor.   I then uncap 12 more and place them in my holding tank.     I then clean the supers by scraping them clean of excess propolis.    This gives the 12 frames in the extractor adequate time for slinging so I remove the frames, clean any excessive propolis from them and return them to the supers for recycling.   

I do not put any extra effort into trying to maximize the propolis yield.    I am however conscious that Beehive Botanicals is purchasing propolis and not bees wax, so I do try and keep it as pure as feasible.    I also spread it in a pretty thin layer and let the bees clean the excess honey before I package it.   

To remove the honey, I leave it exposed one day isolated from ant access.    I re-collect it after dark or I suppose I could use a bee escape.    You gotta get the bees out of it pretty quickly.    They will take the propolis back to the hive if you linger.

I also pick up a few pounds by simply carrying a 2 lb coffee can with me on bee yard trips.   If I encounter a propolis problem that needs attention (a good example is a propolised inner cover vent hole), I scrape it and put it in the coffee can and add it to the shipment come fall.   Here again, I do not go out of my way to collect it but you would be surprised how much one accumulates.

You know, at near $6 (Currently $12) a pound (the current price for clean hive scrapings), one might consider the intentional production of propolis using the propolis traps sold by most beekeeping supply houses.    I have no idea how many pounds a typical beehive would produce but some of my bees at times make me think they are a propolis gold mine!    

This tip is not going to make you rich but if you run 75 or more hives, you might be able to pay for your spouse’s Christmas gift by selling your scraps.   Or, you might consider a pooling of propolis as an association fundraiser.

If your operation is large enough to have a retail sales outlet or your local association sells beehive products to the public, you might be interested in looking into Beehive Botanicals product line as resell items.   After all, it might be made from Alabama propolis!

For more information about selling your hive scrapings or purchasing products at wholesale from Beehive Botanicals, contact them at 1-800-BEEHIVE (233-4483) or see their retail sales page at: http://www.beehivebotanicals.com/.

Submitted by Bob Fanning in Jan 2007 resubmitted Nov 2009.
Woodenware building techniques
As swarming season arrived, we began playing catch up in building more frames.  Excited to use my home made frame jig and nail gun, I loaded up the jig and glued and nailed away.  Cool, 9 new frames ready to go (ok, I took some short cuts in building the jig and it will only hold 9 frames).  Pop the clamping boards off and….uh oh, the frames will not release from the jig.  I was in such a hurry; I forgot that you have to assemble the frames with top bars only on one side of the jig.  Now I had to interrupt the assembly line and disassemble the jig (fortunately I used screws to assemble it).  I made sure to mark the correct side to assemble the top bars in big letters on the jig.
Editor
News and Events

Egg Laying Union Set To Strike. Two Years and Out Rule Contested
 EGGLAYERS UNION SETS STRIKE VOTE: Mandatory Retirement Age at Issue

Submitted by Eugene Makovec, Newsletter Editor, Missouri State Beekeepers Association, April 1, 2010, St. Louis, Missouri

----------------------------------------------

Members of the International Sisterhood of Egglayers, Local 1851, are set to vote this week on a strike action against SweetBee Honey Corporation.

At issue is SweetBee’s new mandatory retirement age of two years for queen bees. The policy was announced on March 1, and drew an ominous hum of indignation from egglayers across the company’s 1200-hive operation.

“It’s completely arbitrary – it’s not even a matter of individual ability,” buzzed Myrtle, a 26-month-old queen who declined to give her last name. “They just assume we’re too old and can no longer do the job.” 

Myrtle was summarily dismissed as she reached her second anniversary at SweetBee, just weeks after the new policy took effect. She was able to find work in a nearby observation hive, and while she considers herself lucky, she acknowledges that this is a huge demotion for her. “This used to be where old, worn-out queens went to die,” she mused. “I love my hive-mates and am treated well by my keeper, but it’s not the same as running a full-scale production hive. I need to be challenged.”

“It’s just not fair,” complained Rosie Romano-Ortis-Petrova-Schultz-Bertolli-Bremer-Maggiano-Boehner-Milosevic-Anderssen-Bommarito-Yurovich-Hegel, a 22-month-old single mother of 54,371. “I feel like I’m just coming into prime production age. I’ve got a lot of mouths to feed, and now I have to worry about one day being plucked out of my work station like some yellow jacket, and tossed out into the grass … or worse.”

SweetBee officials declined to comment for the record, citing ongoing negotiations. But one high-level manager, speaking on condition of anonymity, called it “a matter of simple economics…. It is true that you can’t put a definitive age on productivity,” he said. “But the simple fact is, once they get beyond that two-year point, it’s really hit-or-miss.” And since the union has consistently resisted the idea of its older members submitting to viability testing, he added, “This was our only option.”

Another company official concurred. “Close to 50 percent of queens experience significant production declines in their third year, and the worst part is, it’s so unpredictable. You have a queen who looks to be doing a great job, and suddenly she starts producing nothing but drones. It’s very difficult, and very expensive, to replace her when that happens in mid-season.”

It is widely acknowledged that queen productivity declines with age, often during the third year and almost always by the fourth. The reasons are complex, but experts agree that the largest issue is a decreasing supply of sperm in the egg-layer’s spermatheca. This organ is supplied on a mating flight within the first two weeks of a queen’s life, and is never replenished. (Sperm is required for fertilization of worker eggs, while unfertilized eggs develop into drones.)

In previous labor negotiations, management has floated the idea of requiring queens to make additional mating flights, possibly annually, in order to circumvent this supply issue. But while drones have generally supported that proposal, the egglayers’ union has been vehemently opposed. Some members object on ethical grounds. “It’s just not natural,” said one queen. “No queen in nature has ever been subjected to this ritual more than once, and we shouldn’t have to start now.”

Then there is the safety issue.  There are occasional reports of virgin queens falling victim to birds or other predators during mating flights. “Foragers deal with this danger as a part of their job,” said Myrtle, “but they’re also more nimble than we are, and have extensive flight training to boot.” After mating, the only time a queen would typically leave the hive is in a swarm, when she’s surrounded by a large contingent of workers.

The last time the apiculture industry saw open labor strife was in 1962, when the International Union of Drones (DUI) declared a general strike, protesting the industry-wide policy of releasing drones in the autumn months in preparation for the winter dearth period. But the ill-fated strike occurred in late September, at a time when apiaries had little to gain from negotiation with the union. The action was settled within days in a humiliating defeat for the union. In an effort to save face, and in exchange for a promise not to strike the following spring when a work stoppage would have had more serious repercussions, DUI leaders asked for and obtained an unrelated concession -- the free-agent status that their membership enjoys to this day. (Some conspiracy theorists maintain that this was the result the union had in mind at the outset, though most experts agree that drones are just not that intelligent.)

Under the free agent policy, drones are allowed to drift from hive to hive as they see fit. It is not uncommon for a drone to leave his home hive in the morning, visit several drone congregation areas during the course of the day and then follow other drones back to a different hive in the evening. In recent years this state of affairs has been blamed in part for the spread of mites and disease conditions between hives, but there has been no serious discussion about amending the policy.

As far as the impending strike vote is concerned, most believe the motion will pass easily. “It’s just too much,” said an executive at another apiary. “SweetBee can’t expect this big a change to go uncontested. But (a strike) won’t last long,” he added. “The company certainly can’t do without the queens’ services this time of year. I’m guessing management will cave quickly – if they let them walk out at all.”

Meanwhile, Romano-Ortis-Petrova-Schultz-Bertolli-Bremer-Maggiano-Boehner-Milosevic-Anderssen-Bommarito-Yurovich-Hegel, the 22-month-old soon-to-be retiree, is busy planning for life after SweetBee. She’s developing a plan for a pheromone-marketing business, and is looking for consulting work.
Reprinted from CATCH THE BUZZ

The ezine is also available online at http://home.ezezine.com/1636/1636-2010.04.01.12.27.archive.html. 

RECIPE CORNER

Honey Poppy Seed Dressing
¾ cup low-fat mayonnaise

1/3 cup honey

2 Tablespoons poppy seeds

1 Tablespoon Dijon mustard

Salt and pepper to taste

Combine all ingredients and blend well.

Cover and refrigerate until ready to use.

Delicious with green salads and fruit salads.

To submit articles or items for sale, or if you have comments, send them to Bradshaw@knology.net or: 

William T. Bradshaw

118 Cheyenne Trl.

Huntsville, AL 35806 

Madison County Beekeepers Association Minutes

Meeting was May 13, 2010

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 by the President Harold Green He welcomed guests and gave some introductory remarks.

Beginner’s corner presentation was made by Bob Fanning.

He stated the following:

      1.  Expect swarms still at this time of the year.

      2.  He expects a banner year for honey due to the cold wet spring.

      3.  Make sure colonies that swarm have a queen.  If queenless and strong, then requeen the hive.  If the hive is weak, merge with another colony.

      4.  He stated it is better to add too many supers this time of the year rather than too few.

      5.  Use drawn comb first in the supers.

      6.  Small Hive beetles will not become a problem until July.  Freeze infected honey combs to kill them.

      7.  If bees collect canola honey be aware that it goes to sugar rapidly just like cotton honey.  

Roger Owens gave a presentation on the communication of the honeybee.  This presentation was very detailed and discussed such things as the vision and color sense of the bees, smell and taste of the bees, touch and hearing of the bees, orientation of the waggle dance and gave a website for us to get more information.  The web site is

www.cals.ncsu.edu/entomology/apiculture/Dance_tutorial.html.

John Horton gave a presentation on rearing queens for you own use.  This technique uses a shallow or medium depth super with a board down the middle and four frames of brood from a good colony.  You allow them to raise their own queen.  See John for more details beyond what I have written here.

Business meeting

Minutes from March were read and approved.  The treasurer reported there was a total of $1685.  in the bank.

Bob Martin reported that the web site was accessed by more than 50 countries.  Harold Green presented a cap to Bob in honor of his work with the web site.

Dale Rohe reported that the earth day booth by the beekeepers was a success.

Harold Green stated the Folk Life festival booth by the beekeepers was also successful and he thanked everyone who worked at either of the above events.  

Bill Mullins gave the ALFA report.  He stated that the Family Life Farm bill passed the state legislature.

Maynard Dalton gave the young beekeeper report.  He said the young beekeeper was doing well with 10 hives now in operation.

A nominating committee was obtained and must report a slate of officers for the new year at the July  8th meeting.  The committee members are as follows:  Roger Owens, Dale Rohe, Beth Dunson, Lionel Evans and Bob Martin.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Don Love

	Madison County Beekeepers Association Co Op Medication Buy Project

	* Note: This form is for a fall only purchase.    We do not make a separate spring buy so be sure and include your spring medication needs in this fall order.

	The association does not do a spring group buy.

	Name:
	 
	 
	 

	Phone No.
	 
	 
	 

	Email Address:
	 
	 
	 

	Total Cost (For association use) 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Quantity Required
	Remarks

	Item description
	*Fall
	* Spring
	 

	Terramycin 6.4 oz **
	 
	 
	 

	Apistan (2 required per colony)
	 
	 
	 

	Menthol (1 bag required per colony)
	 
	 
	 

	Check Mite (Coumaphos) *** (2 required per colony)
	 
	 
	 

	Fumidil .5 gm bottle ****
	 
	 
	 

	Fumidil 2 gm bottle ****
	 
	 
	 

	Fumidil 9.5 gm bottle ****
	 
	 
	 

	Mite Away II (Formic Acid Pads)  
	 
	 
	 

	Api-Life-Var (Thymol Strips)
	 
	 
	 

	Other (specify)
	 
	 
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	** 6.4 oz will treat approx. 40 colonies ONE TIME, or approx. 13 the required 3 times
	 
	 
	 

	*** If Check Mite is used, Apistan is not needed. Use one or the other for Varroa Mites, You do not need both.    
However Check Mite can also be sued to treat for Small Hive Beetle (Click here for details, scroll down to Check Mite)
	 
	 
	 

	**** 0.5 gm will treat approx. 6 colonies.
	 
	 
	 


Last Updated on 7/7/2009 
By Fanning
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      The object of this Association shall be to assist in checking the spread of bee diseases; to spread information concerning improved methods of production; to secure recognition of the industry at state and county fairs; to inform the public as to the value of honey as a food; and of the importance of the business of honey production; and the value of bees to other crops; and to elevate the business of beekeeping to a place of eminence among agricultural activities.   
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“The BuzzWord” is published for, and by the members of the Madison County Association, to inform its members of matters pertaining to the business of beekeeping. Edited by Family Bradshaw.








