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Welcome to the Madison County Beekeepers Association’s Newsletter.
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The Prez Sez
With our first frost behind us, now is definitely the time to winterize your honeybees.  According to The Old Farmer’s Almanac, this year is supposed to be one of the worst winters ever.  Check your bees for honey stores.  You should have a minimum of 60 to 100 lbs (one medium super) of honey to get your bees through this winter.  If your bees need feeding, do it as soon as possible.  It really should have been done in the month of October.

Honeybees can be fed with a top feeder (as well as other ways) and survive winter months but it is much better to have fed them while the weather was warm.   This allows them to store the reserves where needed.  Bob Fanning has recommended mixing late fall honey with the sugar syrup to provide a more nutritious diet.  There are differing opinions as to whether sugar water or honey is best for winter feed.   Honey is more nutritious but has higher ash content.

Sugar water for winter feeding should consist of 2 parts sugar to one part water.  Mix 50 lbs of sugar with 3 gallons of water.  The water has to be heated, or agitated, and should not be allowed to boil after incorporating the sugar.  DO NOT let the sugar caramelize as it will cause dysentery.
Plans are being made for the 25th consecutive offering of our Practical Beekeeping class, to be taught by Chris Cambron this year.  This is a free class.  The location and dates will be announced as soon as Chris finalizes the details.  The class consists of 4 sessions in January and February.  Please pass the word to your friends and acquaintances that might be interested in becoming beekeepers or are just interested in learning about bees.

Hope to see you all at the Annual Eating Meeting on November 10, 2011 at El Coyote Restaurant beginning at 6:30pm.
Submitted by Laura Cambron, President MCBA
November Meeting Highlights
Please join us for our traditional Fall Dinner Social and bring your family and friends, and this time, bring some of your honey in a squeeze bottle for a special event.
We will meet Thursday, November 10th at the *El Coyote* restaurant at 6610 Old Madison Pike. It is just east of the Bridge Street shopping center, a 'stones throw' across Research Boulevard. The El Coyote offers a Mexican style menu, including low-fat choices. Entrees run approximately $10.  Feel free to arrive at 6 pm to meet others and sign up to offer your honey for the honey tasting!  Dinner will begin around our usual meeting time of *6:30pm*

*Local Honey Tasting*

[image: image7.wmf]After dinner we will have a Honey tasting. Bring a bit-o-honey to offer for a "flight" tasting, in sequence from light to dark. You'll be invited to tell others about the foraging areas near your apiary.  Your bees work hard--let's appreciate the fruits of their labor!

News and Events

New pest for Soybeans.

I just received a notice that a new pest called “Kudzu Bug’ (Megacopta cribraria) has very recently entered north east Alabama.    As the name implies it feeds on Kudzu which is not a bad thing.    Kudzu is however a legume as are soybeans, peanuts, alfalfa and clover.   The obvious concern to beekeepers in this area is it’s appetite for soybeans since that will likely require poisoning starting in the spring of 1012 with chemicals that may kill honeybees.    So beekeepers should be on the watch for the potential for new insecticides in soybean fields visited by your honeybees.    It may also become a homeowner’s pest as it overwinters much like the Asian lady beetle in cracks and crevices such as is found on modern homes.  For more information see: https://sites.aces.edu/group/comm/newsline/Lists/Posts/Post.aspx?ID=238.    It does not appear to be an “in hive” threat to honeybees.
Submitted by Bob Fanning 10/19/11
MCBA Facebook Page
A Facebook page has been established for those who wish to interact with each other and the public.  See it at: https://www.facebook.com/alabees

Propolis and Bee Health

I may be showing my novice side, but I wanted to share this short article anyway, posted 10-11-11.  It offers confirmation of what experience says:  encourage the bees to make a propolis envelope in the Langstroth Hive, similar to that old bee tree like Dr. Tew talked about.  The more we can accommodate the bees' needs, the healthier they are it seems!  http://beeinformed.org/2011/10/propolis-and-bee-health  

I hope you'll comment to Ms. Lee's message!

In January we will explore the work of the USDA as shown on the BeeInformed web site and talk about the invitation to participate in a winter die-off survey in April.
Submitted by Francis Akridge

Avoid Starvation in Late Winter
Checking the Colonies on a Warm Day

During the late winter, your honeybee colonies are the least populated. The honey stores at the center have been depleted or exhausted and clusters are sometimes seen "huddling" around the syrup jars at the top of the hive. The brood rearing is just starting up again, inspired by warmer days and the first pollens brought back to the hive. This is a critical time for the colonies and checking the hives is of great importance.
On a warm day of 50°F or more, open the first hive. Observe the area where the bees are clustered. Gently lift the frames out and check for brood. Make note of the amount of honey and the number of bees clustering around the brood. If the frame is "bone dry" with the exception of the bees and brood, a smear of honey beside the cluster is a good idea. First lift the frame from the hive. Be steady and move slowly and you will not disturb the bees. Check the cells for eggs and larva before selecting the exact area. A rubber spatula from the kitchen is an excellent tool for this project. Smear the honey gently to avoid breaking the wax. This must be done carefully to avoid a drippy mess that could drown bees below. The angle of the cells will keep a moderate amount of honey from dripping out. Each frame with brood should be treated the same way. If the honey is already present, the bees should be okay. 


After identifying the frames with sealed brood, larva or eggs, the honey is moved from the outermost part of the hive to the spot directly next to the brood frames, placed on either side of the cluster. (Do NOT separate brood frames....Do NOT break the cluster) 

A new box (deep or shallow and full of frames) should be placed above the cluster, and frames of honey should be positioned directly above the bees and brood. 

Taken from: Organic Beekeeping Lessons -- Winter Season

http://www.thehealingpath.com/OBJ-News/2002-LateWinter.shtml 
This is an article published in the Buzzword in 2006.  It was used with permission at that time, and well worth repeating.

Submitted by Laura Cambron, President MCBA
RECIPE CORNER

Honey Garlic Marinade for Pork Chops

1/4 cup Lemon juice

1/4 cup honey

2 tbsp. soy sauce

4 cloves minced Fresh CHRISTOPHER RANCH California Garlic

Center cut pork

Combine all ingredients and pour over chops in a plastic bag. Refrigerate for 4 to 24 hours. Grill chops for about 15 minutes turning once. Baste with marinade.
To submit articles or items for sale, or if you have comments, send them to bradshaw@knology.net 
Madison County Beekeepers Association Minutes

For the September 8th, 2011 Meeting

Laura opened the meeting and reiterated the announcements that were sent via the Buzzword, a newsletter prior to the meeting. 

Beginners Corner

Bob Fanning offered seasonal instruction for beginners.  It is time to remove all surplus honey, assess the need for medication,  medicate if needed.  Bees are extremely protective of stores at this time; wear gear, work to prevent robbing. 

Bob reminded members that if they are willing to fetch up swarms this spring to ask Bob Martin or Rick Walls to add you to the list of swarm collectors on our website. 

Program

Lonnie Funderburg introduced the guest speaker, his partner in pollination services since 2003.  Will Montgomery is deemed a Master Beekeeper by token of his 30 years experience, his accreditation by the State of Georgia, and his affiliation with the Young-Harris Institute.   

Will began the program with a safety reminder: always wear a veil—to protect your eyes and to convey the right message to the public.  He noted that leather gloves can’t be used when handling queens and other maintenance, but are good when doing work enmasse, such as a removal of bees from a structure. 

Will learned the technique of grafting cells to create a queen from Sue Coby.  Sue is an entomologist at the University of California, Davis campus, in Sacramento, and a protégée of Dr. Laidlaw.  The technique he prefers is “punching” a cell out of a frame to coax bees to raise a queen.  Will prefers this method as it is less delicate and has less follow-up work. He showed pictures of other techniques such as the Miller Method and the J.Smith method.   Will recommends 2-3 years experience raising bees before embarking on queen raising.  He likes New World Carnolian queens for the original stock.   Will demonstrated his technique including a handy tip: using a toothpick for a place holder to stay oriented on the cell that you want to harvest for a pupae no older than 3 days. He sells a kit of the high-quality tool and detailed instructions for the price of one ready-made queen.  Contact Will Montgomery: n4wm@junocom  

Will added pictures of hardware cloth to introduce a queen , a special frame for predicting age of larvae, and a Therber cage for queens.  

Frances presented Will with an award for “spreading information” about best practices in beekeeping in keeping with the mission statement. 

Social Break

The attendees broke into small groups to discuss mistakes and errors to share stories in a theme of  What I learned the Hard Way.   The following errors were shared:

Collected a really nice swarm from a building; did not give them adequate ventilation. All died. 

Wore veil, suit and flip flops; got stung on bottom of foot!

Opened the hive after dark. 

Dad was doing a trap-out at a house.  He said emphatically, “move, get in the truck”, but I sat there playing Nintendo!

Harvesting honey; had a weak colony, left box open while harvesting. Started a robbing frenzy before I could get it all added to a strong colony.

Stacked 6 supers on 2 hive bodies.  It wasn’t on level ground.  I barely touched it and it fell over.  Got stung 20-30 times. 

When do you make a mistake?  The bees will let you know!

Old Business

Laura reviewed announcements that were distributed in the Buzzword. 

Frances reminded people that the next meeting is a social event on NOVEMBER 10th at a location to be announced.  The Garden is open only for the Galaxy of Lights; there is a light display bearing the name MCBA that serves as an effective reminder that they can call on the MCBA for guidance, particularly during the spring.  The MCBA pays the Garden for including the display in the holiday display.

Rick gave the balance in the accounts and notified people that he had copies of two forms: hive registration and brand registration.  

Laura asked professionals if they had news or observations; none offered. 

New Business

A seat on the Board of Directors is open; Dolores Bradshaw offered her service and the members accepted her nomination.

Members will receive another invitation from Rick Walls to subscribe to his announcements.  This is critical; we must opt to receive correspondence-- otherwise the machinery blocks inbound messages.  Look for the invitation again from Rick Walls.   Click on the ‘accept’ button.  

Alison Harris received a request for hive removal from the side of a house and asked members to see her for the address.

Meeting adjourned 8:05
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      The object of this Association shall be to assist in checking the spread of bee diseases; to spread information concerning improved methods of production; to secure recognition of the industry at state and county fairs; to inform the public as to the value of honey as a food; and of the importance of the business of honey production; and the value of bees to other crops; and to elevate the business of beekeeping to a place of eminence among agricultural activities.   








The BuzzWord
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“The BuzzWord” is published for, and by the members of the Madison County Association, to inform its members of matters pertaining to the business of beekeeping. Edited by Family Bradshaw.








