,Madison County Beekeepers Association Minutes

Meeting was May 13, 2010

Meeting was called to order at 6:30 by the President Harold Green He welcomed guests and gave some introductory remarks.

Beginner’s corner presentation was made by Bob Fanning.

He stated the following:

      1.  Expect swarms still at this time of the year.

      2.  He expects a banner year for honey due to the cold wet spring.

      3.  Make sure colonies that swarm have a queen.  If queenless and strong, then requeen the hive.  If the hive is weak, merge with another colony.

      4.  He stated it is better to add too many supers this time of the year rather than too few.

      5.  Use drawn comb first in the supers.

      6.  Small Hive beetles will not become a problem until July.  Freeze infected honey combs to kill them.

      7.  If bees collect canola honey be aware that it goes to sugar rapidly just like cotton honey.  

Roger Owens gave a presentation on the communication of the honeybee.  These presentation was very detailed and discussed such things as the vision and color sense of the bees,  smell and taste of the bees, touch and hearing of the bees,  orientation of the waggle dance and gave a website for us to get more information.  The web site is

www.cals.ncsu.edu/entomology/apiculture/Dance_tutorial.html.

John Horton gave a presentation on rearing queens for you own use.  This technique uses a shallow or medium depth super with a board down the middle and four frames of brood from a good colony.  You allow them to raise their own queen.  See John for more details beyond what I have written here.

Business meeting

Minutes from March were read and approved.  The treasurer reported there was a total of $1685.  in the bank.

Bob Martin reported that the web site was accessed by more than 50 countries.  Harold Green presented a cap to Bob in honor of his work with the web site.

Dale Rohe reported that the earth day booth by the beekeepers was a success.

Harold Green stated the Folk Life festival booth by the beekeepers was also successful and he thanked everyone who worked at either of the above events.  

Bill Mullins gave the ALFA report.  He stated that the Family Life Farm bill passed the state legislature.

Maynard Dalton gave the young beekeeper report.  He said the young beekeeper was doing well with 10 hives now in operation.

A nominating committee was obtained and must report a slate of officers for the new year at the July  8th meeting.  The committee members are as follows:  Roger Owens, Dale Rohe, Beth Dunson, Lionel Evans and Bob Martin.

Minutes respectfully submitted by:

Don Love
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